SOVIET  PERSPECTIVE  AND  THE  FUTURE
Soviet time sense may be contemplated. We shall see
the relation between the mode of apprehending time
and the material basis of society.
The Egyptians seemed to view existence as a sort of
Way, an endless procession, slowly pacing, even and
rhythmic. The swing of the seasons, the need for
orderliness in economic life (see the chapter on
"Historical Perspectives5' for the contrast between the
chaotic elements of Nomadism and the orderliness of
agricultural perspectives), the coincidence of trans-
cendentalism and social hierarchic officialdom, all
together prescribe a remarkable unity of thought and
action, a continuum in which the relation between
Utopia and ideology is curiously uniform* This
uniformity is expressed by Spengler thus {Define of tbe
West, voL I, p. 18 8):
"The Egyptian's soul saw itself as moving down a
narrow and inexorably prescribed life path, to come at
the end before the judges of the dead. That was its
Destiny-Idea. The Egyptian's existence is that of the
traveller who follows one unchanging direction, and
the whole form-language of his culture is a translation
into the sensible of this one theme. And as we have taken
endless space as the prime symbol of the North, and body
as that of the Classical, so we may take the word Way
as most intelligibly expressing that of the Egyptians/*
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